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XXIV. A Defeription of a new Method of
opening the Cornea, in order to extralt the
cryftalline Humour; 4y Mr. Samuel Sharp,
Surgeon to Guy’s Hofpital, and F. R. §.

Read April 12/"FAHE operation of difcharging the

1753 cryftalline humour from the eye,
for the cure ot that fpecies of blindnefs call'd a cata-
ralt, was a few years fince invented by Monf. Daviel,
who has perform’d it on great numbers of patients, and
continues ftill to pracife it with remarkable fuccefs,
as [ have lately learned from unqueftionable au-
thority *, Suppofing it therefore admitted, that the
extraction of the cryftalline humour has been found
by experience to be a ufeful method of cure, I here
take the liberty of laying before the Society a new
manner of making the incifion of the cornea, by
by which, I flatter myfelf, Monf. Daviel’s operation
will be very much fhorten'd, the patient will {uffer

lefs pain, and every fkilful operator will be equal to
the undertaking.

Place
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Place the patient in the fame fituation as for couch-
ing, either opening the eyelids with your fore-finger
and thumb, or letting an- affiftant raife the upper eye-
lid, whilft you yourfelf keep down the under eye-
hd Then, with a fmall knife, the figure of which is
here reprefented, holding its edge downwards, make
a puncture through the cornea near its circumference
into the anterior chamber of the eye, in fuch a dire-
¢tion, as to carry it horizontally, and oppofite to the
tranfverfe diameter of the pupil: after which you are
to pafs it towards the nofe, through the cornea from
within outwards, as near to its circumference, as in
the firft pun&ure.

When you have made the fecond puncture, pufh the
extremity of the blade one feventh of an inch beyond
the furface of the cornea, and immediately cut the
cornea downwards, drawing the knife towards you
as you make the incifion. After this, you. prefs
gently with your thumb againft the inferior part of
the globe of the eye, in order to expel the catarad,
and the operation finifhes, according to the different
circumftances, as in the manner propofed by Monf,
Daviel.

One extraordinary benefit feems to arife from the
ufe of this fingle inftrument, and perhaps from the
thape of its blade, which increafes in breadth all the
way towards the handle: for, by this means, the
punures are fo exactly fill'd up by the blade, that
very little of the aqueous humour is difcharged be-
fore you begin to make the incifion, and confe-
quently during this time, the cornea preferves its
convexity ; whereas by uﬁng one inftrument to punc-
ture, and others to dilate, the cornea immediately

becomes
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becomes flaccid, upon the iffue of the aqueous hu-
mour, and renders the operation tedious and embar-
raffing, as I myf¢lf have found by experience in one
patient, on whom I performed the incifion of the

cornea with a pair of fciffars, as recommended by
Monf. Daviel.

XXV. Experiments by Francis Hume, M. D,
on Fith and Fleth preferved in Lime-water,

communicated &y John Clephane, M. D.
F. R.S.

Reacl‘nhgay 3 ITHa deﬁgn te find out how

long I could keep fith and fleth
fit to eat in lime-water, I put two haddocks, and a
pound of beef, in different pots full of lime-water,
and corked them well. They ftood in our cellar 18
days.

); then took out one of the fith: it was fweet,
found, and firm ; I boiled one part of it, and I broiled
the other: it eat well, and had not the leaft tafte of
lime-water ; but was not juft fo firm as a frefh fith.
But when I open’d the beef-pot, to my great furprize,
it ftunk abominably.

I poured the'lime-water from both pots, and put
in freth lime-water. ‘This ftood 4 weeks longer;-the
remaining fith was quite frefh, and a little {welled,
but, when I boil’d it, diflolved to a jelly. 'The fleth
was very putrid.

ﬂ'cThus lime-water appears to preferve fith, but not
) ﬂ].

X 2 Dr.



